
external heat. Then why the constant pal-
lor of the surface ? Is it not probably, nay,
almost to a certainty, owing to the constant
electrical irritation of the terminal nerve

plexuses of the skin ? One of the immediate
results of this condition of the skin is ob-
served in the imperfect arterialization of
the blood, as proved by a torpidity of the
veins, a coldness and lack of sensation in
the extremities, and a somewhat hurried
and labored respiration. The functions of
the brain are also disturbed by the same
morbific influence, resulting in slight head-
aches and drowsiness, with marked disin-
clination for either mental or physical ex-
ertion.

Owing to this condition of the blood, as

might be readily inferred, the portal circu-
lation is deranged to a very considerable
extent, resulting in hepatic engorgement,
with its attendant evils ; and, indeed, all
the organs of the body'suffer either directly
or sympathetically from the effects of this,
the most noxious of all air currents to be
encountered upon this portion of the Ameri-
can continent.

It was my intention, when commencing
this paper, to point out some of the pheno-
mena observable in plants, to prove that
not only the animal, but also the vegetable
kingdom, suffers from the same influences,
and to introduce some facts in relation to
the growth and development of plants,
which, in my estimation, would go far to
prove the correctness of the assertion. But
I have already exceeded the proper limits
of this paper, and shall postpone the sub-
ject until some future period.—Pacific Med.
and Surg. Journal.

Reports of
MedicalSocieties.

MIDDLESEX SOUTH DISTRICT MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

The semi-annual meeting was held at
Cambridge, October 13th, Prof. Jeffries
Wyman in the chair.

Proofs of the revised by-laws, with a list
of past and present members, were pre-
sented.

Dr. Kobinson, in behalf of the committee
chosen to confer with the County Commis-
sioners with reference to settlement of the
question of fees for autopsies made at the
instance of a coroner, reported-that the
commissioners desire to have some definite
concerted action among the several socie-
ties in the county, before taking decided
steps in the matter. After some discussion,
the Secretary was authorized to communi-

cate with the other societies, and request
cooperation.

Prof. Wyman showed a number of speci-
mens of Indian bones from Florida and
Kentucky, bearing more or less evidence of
inflammatory action, closely simulating, in
some, the results of syphilitic periostitis.
If it were this, it would settle the questionof the cis-atlantic origin of syphilis.

Prof. Wyman also showed a method, of
demonstrating ciliary motion. In the hu-
man body, vibratory cilia are confined to

.mucous surfaces, and their importance is
most evident in the respiratory passages.
Acting from within outward, they transfer
the accumulating mucus from the smaller
tubes of the lungs to the glottis. Their
action in removing dust has been demon-
strated by sprinkling charcoal dust upon
mucous surfaces. The cilia are probably
useful, too, in keeping up an outward cur-
rent of^air, thus changing the air in the *

tubes and air-cells. This is also suggestedby Dalton.
Dr. Wyman removed a piece of the gillfrom a common fresh-water mussel, and

spread it upon a smooth board, previously
moistened. Upon the surface of the gill
was placed a piece of card, bearing a per-
pendicular bristle, surmounted by a pellet
of cotton, to make it more conspicuous. A
stationary index marked the original posi-
tion of the card, which in a few minutes
traversed half the length, of the gill. If the
gill be placed upon glass, the apparent mo-
tion of the card is less rapid, owing to the
motion of the gill in the contrary direction,
which shows that the cilia act upon both
surfaces.

A case of incontinence of urine after
childbirth was reported, and one of irritable
bladder, which elicited some discussion.

Dr. Holmes introduced the subject of
laeeration of perineum, considering it an
infrequent occurrence, with proper care.
This called out the experience of several
members. The evidence went to show that

_it is a very frequent accident, and one of
very slight importance unless extendingthrough the sphincter ani.

Dr. Driver, of Cambridge, mentioned a
rupture of a fold of the labia minora, or the
internal fourchette, which is not infrequent,and often overlooked. He thought that
the slight bi-lateral incision of the perineum
sometimes practised might be of use in
cases which threaten .rupture of the peri- *

neum.
Dr. Clarke, of Cambridgeport, mentioned

a case in which severe peritonitis followed
rupture into the rectum.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at UT DALLAS on July 22, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


